Above, amodelofithe set and the work itself in progress.
Something Wicked
Or Does It?

When staging Macbeth — sotty, ‘the Scottish play’
— one should consider the sordid history of

the drama, which many believe to be cursed. A cast
at Trenton State College is doing just that, while
bravely facing the play’s many other challenges.
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By Marg MuppHY

Dﬂmrﬂ double toil -and
troubile.” Ii's ot only one
of thi :Eﬁ Ffamous ra&
from William
: m__.._ﬂwwﬁnﬁmm wirks, but
it speaks volumes aboul the play it comes
Trom, Macheth — or. as actors and directors
it, “the Scottish play.” Well-known
actors: m._r,_.. as Tohin Gielgud, Peter O'Toole,
Christopher Plummer and Glenda Jackson. all
‘have batile scars from E&aaw the 'ulimate
EE__ couple, the Macheths,

Many. have attempted to the stage the
play, but L_.n_m:,__,ﬂﬁw few have succeeded in
‘making the story work with. ﬂe..:m Some say
the play is cursed, while others fault
m:mmﬁﬂga s marrative structure. Why then
do 50 many ftheatre companies and actors
altemptic?

T asked my mn.__. thiat. gsnmﬂan as T watched
rehearsals for a production of Machet,
which.is on stage af Trenton State College in
Ewing: :ﬁﬁﬁwh_ April 21, What | saw was a
‘combination. of undergraduate’ and
?ﬁ.nmm_n:m_ jactors fake thelegend head-on.
Azt mrned! ooty very Tew of the actors
‘seemed fearful of the alleged curse. and
awhile the show’ s director, Hal Hogstrom, has

a healthy respect fonthe play’s dark history,

e, too. seemed untroubled by ihe inhappy
stories tied (o past productions..
Why so many horror stories, and tales of

Apomed productions? Some say iU's because
«of the witches who open the play, the ones.
.ﬁ.wu foresee that Macheth and his wife will

Kill their King, so-as {0 rule’ aver Scotland.
And Dale Simon, who plays the parm of
wm_ﬁzn Emnwn_r friend, ‘offered  this:
““This'is fruly an evil play: Tt begins with a
curse and-an execution, then .ﬁaﬂﬁﬁm with)
murder alter =EE3&¢.§ murder.”

‘Mo other play in History has been so:
.nﬁcﬁ&_ linked  to: bad luck: productions of
‘Macheth have resulted in coronaries, car
..mhn.anar.w.Hé.g._a:wm____ﬁsﬁ....“_uoﬁ_nn_. lines
and sword wounds. And ithe supetstition
among theater folks is not taker lightly.
-Mentioning the play’s name m a (heatre

when il's not in rehearsal is considered
terrible Tuck. A variely of mﬂu_.ﬁ::wq:m e
used as mn_umEEnw for, the: M word, The
‘most commen, for :ﬂaaﬂﬁ of years, has
been; “the Scottish play.”

Maria  Vanghan, the costume-shop
-

Q%ﬁn. Hartpence, who, plays Macheth, scores a hit, against Toddy Cyr (Donalbain) during re-
Hearsals for the Trenton State production

.Ea;mﬁna at Trenton State,. is upashamedly
‘superstitious when it comes (o Machedi 1f
‘an-actor makes the mistake of: entioning
ithe play’s title in her presence — and they
hive — she resorts to an age-old remedy:

I make them turm around three times
“and knoik | EE swear before M_._m__. can’ re-
w:.m.__,\:ﬁ wom, " shesaid.

Perhups. she’ 5.on 1o something: You can
‘never be tow careful, amnd past performances
_E..m ____EEnn the ?:a&.um miskoriunes:

= During the very first performance of the
play, on August 7, 1606, Hal Berridge, the
oy wha played. _..mmu, Macheth (Boys played
the Tadies” parts in:Shakespeare's div). died
backstage.

»In 1849, after years of inlense-compelition,
the rivalry, between American actor Edwin
Forrest and visiting - British acor Charles
H_.__m,ﬂ.nﬁ._u__, culminated i ina aokin which 31
people were killed, miore than 100 others
injured. It took place in front of the Astor
Place Opera Hopse in MNew York City,
where: Mr. Macready: wais E_..EﬁEm his
Nacheth while Mr. Frrest was doing: thi:
sameon Broadway.

=Percy Hammond, 'a drama. crtic for The
New York Herald Tribiie died only a few
days: after m.ﬂa___im Orson Welles and John
.mnEﬁH_an & production) of Macbetfi in
Harlein:'in 1936, The “production; labeled
“Voodpo Macheth” by some, {catured aciual
ﬁ:ﬁ._ mc.n.” s,

» UEEE i= :Q:mn ?Eﬁ& E&bﬁ: 1%
produced frequently. So what exacily is its
allure?’ 1 shised 'thet:sibject with Trenton

+State’s Macheth, Georze Harfpence.

el w...___mnw__..h_.__ _.E:u i atragic zgu. a
murderer with a conscience.” he said. “He is
ai powerful man caught in a momlity, pliy.
He makes one. false  step; 'and then
everything streamrolls from there. It is his
chorce to murder the King, Duncan, a man
who is His wnanmmnﬁn..:m sins and pays for
his sins.

“We see him ma_aﬁma_ﬁ before. his
eyes. This is very exciling and seductive for
an’audience. Perhaps they can identify with
the darkness that Macheth embraces.”

Some feel. however. thal. the play is
Nawed! Laurence Qlivier. for one, felt (hat i)
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